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Contributors
Joanna Vecchiarelli Scott, Professor of political science at Eastern Michigan 
University, has served as Vice President of the American Political Science 
Association and Chair of the National Women’s Caucus for Political Science.  Her 
B.A. is from Barnard College, where she graduated cum laude with Honors in 
Government, her M.A. is from Columbia University where she was awarded a 
Presidential Fellowship, and her Ph.D. is from the University of Strathclyde, Glasgow, 
UK. Her ongoing research into Hannah Arendt in America has been funded by the 
National Endowment for the Humanities and the Gilder Lehrman Foundation.  Her 
publications include: Hannah Arendt: Love and Saint Augustine (Univ. of Chicago 
Press. 116/98), The New York Times, Op-Ed, “Hannah Arendt: Campaign Pundit” 
(July, 1996), and articles in New German Critique, The European Journal of Political 
Thought, PS: Political Science and Politics, and Political Theory.
Jussi Backman is a postdoctoral researcher at the Department of Philosophy, 
History, Culture and Art Studies, University of Helsinki. His recent Ph.D. 
dissertation, Complicated Presence (2009), is an extensive study of the unity of 
Being in Parmenides and Heidegger, and he has published a number of articles 
on Heidegger and ancient philosophy (the Presocratics, Plato, and Aristotle). He 
has also translated Heidegger’s Introduction to Metaphysics into Finnish (2010). 
His postdoctoral research seeks to reconsider philosophical postmodernity from a 
Heideggerian point of view.
Jari Kauppinen is a reseacher at the Universty of Helsinki. In his doctoral 
dissertation Atopologies (2000), he examined Jacques Derrida’s philosophy. He 
has published numerous articles on Derrida’s thought, most recently “Arche-evil: 
Derrida’s philosophy explained through the concept of evil” (Routledge 2010). 
Kauppinen was also a member of the research project “Law and Evil” (2003-2010). 
In this project, he focused on the relation between evil and ethics.
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Mika Ojakangas is an Academy Research Fellow at the University of Helsinki 
(Collegium for Advanced Studies). He has published books and articles on various 
subjects, including the theory of non-exclusive political community, the Pauline 
political thought, and the 20th century continental political thought. His latest 
book, A Philosophy of Concrete Life (Peter Lang, 2006) deals with Carl Schmitt’s 
theory of law and politics. His ongoing research projects focus on a) the history of 
conscience and b) the origins of universalism in the western tradition. Ojakangas 
is also the editor of the multidisciplinary journal Tiede & edistys.
Julia Honkasalo is a Ph.D candidate at The New School for Social Research 
(NYC) and a member of the Center of Excellence research group Politics and 
Philosophy of Gender at the University of Helsinki. Honkasalo holds an M.A both 
in Philosophy and in Political Science and is currently working on a dissertation on 
Hannah Arendt’s conception of the politics of language-use. In addition to Arendt, 
her research interests include the politics of identity as well as human rights.
Markku Koivusalo teaches political philosophy and theory at the University 
of Helsinki. He has published widely on different forms of occidental thought 
and political practices. He is the chairman of the Board of Finnish Researcher 
Association and an editorial board member of the journal Tiede & edistys.
